
TheOfficeof
GreatVespers

ontheEveofSundaysandFeastDays,withoutapriest

☙Theseniorlaymanbegins:

Throughtheprayersofourholyfathers,OLordJesusChrist
ourGod,havemercyonus.

Thedesignatedreaderresponds:
Amen.

✧Ifninthhourwassaid,continuebelow:“Comeletusworship...”
✧Ifninthhourwasnotsaid,thereadercontinueshere:¹

Glorytothee,ourGod,glorytothee.

OheavenlyKing,theComforter,theSpiritoftruth,whoart
everywherepresentandfillestallthings,Treasuryofblessings,
andGiveroflife:comeandabideinus,andcleanseusfromev-
eryimpurity,andsaveoursouls,OGoodOne.

HolyGod,HolyMighty,HolyImmortal:havemercyonus.3x

¹☙StThomasSundaythroughPascha’sLeavetaking:insteadof“Gloryto
thee...OHeavenlyKing...”thereadersays“Christisrisenfromthedead,
tramplingdowndeathbydeath,anduponthoseinthetombsbestowing
life”3x,andcontinues“HolyGod...”☙Ascensionthroughthedaybefore
Pentecost:after“Amen”hesaysimmediately“HolyGod...”
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Andtheseniorlayman:

Throughtheprayersofourholyfathers,OLordJesusChristour
God,havemercyonus.

•Wesing(orread)“Amen.”andthetropariafortheday.•

TheDismissal(sungorread)

Preserve,OGod,theHolyOrthodoxfaithandOrthodoxChris-
tiansuntoagesofages.

Morehonorablethanthecherubimandmoregloriousbe-
yondcomparethantheseraphim;withoutcorruptionthougavest
birthtoGodtheWord:trueTheotokos,wemagnifythee.³

GlorytotheFatherandtotheSonandtotheHolySpirit,
nowandeveranduntoagesofages.Amen.

Lord,havemercy.3x

OLord,bless.

Theseniorlaymansays:

Throughtheprayersofourholyfathers,
OLordJesusChristourGod,

havemercyonus.

Thepeoplerespond:

Amen.

³☙ForalltheSundaysofPascha,itiscommontoendVespersasweend
DivineLiturgy:wesing“Christisrisenfromthedead...”3x,thenimmediately
theseniorlaymansays,“Throughtheprayers...”andproclaims“Christ
isrisen”3x,afterwhichweagainsing“Christisrisenfromthedead...”3x,
and,inTone8:“Anduntoushehasgiveneternallife.*Letusworshiphis
resurrectiononthethirdday.”
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Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

OMostHolyTrinity, havemercyonus. Lord, cleanseus from
our sins. Master, pardonour transgressions. HolyOne, visit and
heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy. 3x

Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The people say:

O ur Father,whoart inheaven, hallowedbe thyName. Thy
kingdomcome. Thywill bedoneonearth as it is inheaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from the evil one.

And the senior layman:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers,OLord JesusChrist our
God, have mercy on us.

The reader continues:
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 12x

Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Come, let us worship God our King.
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King

and our God.
Come, let usworship and fall downbeforeChrist himself, our

King and our God.
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℣. Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord,
unto length of days.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. ❧

Hymn of St Symeon

L ord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which

thou hast prepared before the face of all people: a light to en-
lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

And the reader continues:

HolyGod,HolyMighty,Holy Immortal: havemercyonus.3x

Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

OMostHolyTrinity, havemercyonus. Lord, cleanseus from
our sins. Master, pardonour transgressions. HolyOne, visit and
heal our infirmities for thy Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy. 3x

Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The people say:

O ur Father,whoart inheaven, hallowedbe thyName. Thy
kingdomcome. Thywill bedoneonearth as it is inheaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from the evil one.
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Psalm103

B
lesstheLord,Omysoul!OLordmyGod,thouartvery
great!Thouartclothedwithhonorandmajesty,whocover-

estthyselfwithlightaswithagarment,whohaststretchedout
theheavenslikeatent.Whohastlaidthebeamsofthychambers
onthewaters,whomakestthecloudsthychariot,whoridest
onthewingsofthewind,whomakestthewindsthymessen-
gers,fireandflamethyministers.Thoudidstsettheearthonits
foundations,sothatitshouldneverbeshaken.Thoudidstcover
itwiththedeepaswithagarment;thewatersstoodabovethe
mountains.Atthyrebuketheyfled;atthesoundofthythunder
theytooktoflight.Themountainsrose,thevalleyssankdown
totheplacewhichthoudidstappointforthem.Thoudidstseta
boundwhichtheyshouldnotpass,sothattheymightnotagain
covertheearth.Thoumakestspringsgushforthinthevalleys;
theyflowbetweenthehills.Theygivedrinktoeverybeastof
thefield;thewildassesquenchtheirthirst.Bythemthebirds
oftheairhavetheirhabitation;theysingamongthebranches.
Fromthyloftyabodethouwaterestthemountains;theearthis
satisfiedwiththefruitofthywork.Thoudostcausethegrass
togrowforthecattle,andplantsformantocultivate.Thathe
maybringforthfoodfromtheearth,andwinetogladdenthe
heartofman,oiltomakehisfaceshine,andbreadtostrengthen
man’sheart.ThetreesoftheLordarewateredabundantly,the
cedarsofLebanonwhichheplanted.Inthemthebirdsbuild
theirnests;thestorkhasherhomeinthefirtrees.Thehigh
mountainsareforthewildgoats;therocksarearefugeforthe
badgers.Thouhastmadethemoontomarktheseasons;the
sunknowsitstimeforsetting.Thoumakestdarkness,anditis
night,whenallthebeastsoftheforestcreepforth.Theyoung
lionsroarfortheirprey,seekingtheirfoodfromGod.Whenthe
sunrises,theygetthemawayandliedownintheirdens.Man
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Wesing(orread)thefollowingprayers:

V
ouchsafe,OLord,tokeepusthisnightwithoutsin.Blessed
artthou,OLord,theGodofourfathers,andpraisedand

glorifiedisthyNameforever.Amen.

L
etthymercybeuponus,OLord,evenaswehavesetour
hopeonthee.Blessedartthou,OLord,teachmethystatutes.

Blessedartthou,OMaster,makemetounderstandthycom-
mandments.Blessedartthou,OHolyOne,enlightenmewith
thyprecepts.

T
hymercy,OLord,endurethforever:Odespisenotthe
worksofthyhands.Totheebelongethworship,tothee

belongethpraise;totheebelongethglory:totheFatherandto
theSonandtotheHolySpirit,nowandeveranduntoagesof
ages.Amen.

InplaceoftheEveningLitany,thereadersays:

Lord,havemercy.12x
GlorytotheFatherandtotheSonandtotheHolySpirit,now

andeveranduntoagesofages.Amen.

Aposticha

•Wesing(orread)thefirstapostichahymn.•
Thereadersaysthefestalversesaftereachhymn.

☙OnmostSundays,theseversesareused:

℣.TheLordisKing;heisrobedinmajesty.

℣.Forhehathmadetheworldsosurethatit
shallnotbemoved.
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goes forth to hiswork and tohis labor until the evening. OLord,
how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou made them
all; the earth is full of thy creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and
wide, which teems with things innumerable, living things both
small and great. There go the ships, and Leviathan which thou
didst form to sport in it. These all look to thee, to give them their
food in due season. When thou givest to them, they gather it up;
when thou openest thy hand, they are filled with good things.
When thouhidest thy face, they are dismayed; when thou takest
away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When thou
sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created; and thou renewest the
face of the ground. May the glory of the Lord endure for ever,
may the Lord rejoice in his works. Who looks on the earth and
it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke! I will
sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God
while I have being. May my meditation be pleasing to him, for
I rejoice in the Lord. Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
and let the wicked be no more! Bless the Lord, O my soul!

The sun knows its time for setting. Thou makest darkness,
and it is night. O Lord, howmanifold are thy works! In wisdom
hast thou made them all.

Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to thee, O God. 3x

In place of theGreat Litany, the reader says:

Lord, have mercy. 12x
Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now

and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Tuesday Evening: first tone

Thy mercy, O Lord, * shall follow me all the days of my life.

℣. The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing:
he maketh me to lie down in a green pasture.

Wednesday Evening: fifth tone

Save me, O God, by thy name, * and judge me by thy strength.

℣. Hear my prayer, O God: hearken unto the words of my
mouth.

Thursday Evening: sixth tone

My help comes from the Lord * who made heaven and earth.

℣. I lifted up mine eyes unto the hills: from whence will my
help come?

Friday Evening: seventh tone

Thou, O God, art my helper, * and thy mercy shall go before me.

℣. Rescue me from mine enemies, O God: and deliver me
from them that rise up against me.

✿ ✿ ✿

•When appointed, scripture lessons are read now. •

☙ In place of theAugmented Litany, the reader says:

Lord, have mercy. 12x
Glory to theFather and to theSonand to theHolySpirit, now

and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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TheKathisma

Wesing(orread)thefollowingversesfromPsalms1,2and3.²

℣.Blessedisthemanwhowalksnotinthecounselofthe
wicked.

Aftereachverse,therefrain:
℟.Alleluia.3x

℣.FortheLordknowsthewayoftherighteous,butthewayof
thewickedwillperish.℟.
℣.ServetheLordwithfear,andrejoiceinhimwithtrem-
bling.℟.
℣.Blessedareallwhotakerefugeinhim.℟.
℣.Arise,OLord,saveme,OmyGod.℟.
℣.SalvationbelongstotheLord,thyblessingbeuponthypeo-
ple.℟.
GlorytotheFatherandtotheSonandtotheHolySpirit.℟.

Nowandeveranduntoagesofages.Amen.℟.
Alleluia,alleluia,alleluia.Glorytothee,OGod.3x

InplaceoftheLittleLitany,thereadersays:

Lord,havemercy.3x
GlorytotheFatherandtotheSonandtotheHolySpirit,now

andeveranduntoagesofages.Amen.

²☙IfaFeastoftheLordfallsonTuesdaythroughSaturday,wedonotsing
theKathisma(ortheLittleLitany),butimmediatelybeginLord,ICall.
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HymnattheLightingoftheLamps

G
ladsomelightoftheholygloryoftheimmortalFather,
heavenly,holy,blessed:OJesusChrist!Nowthatwehave

cometothesettingofthesun,andbeholdthelightofevening
wepraiseGod:Father,Son,andHolySpirit;formeetitisatall
timestoworshiptheewithvoicesofpraise,OSonofGod,and
GiverofLife;thereforealltheworlddothglorifythee.

ProkimenonoftheDay

SaturdayEvening:sixthtone

TheLordisKing:*heisrobedinmajesty.

℣.1.TheLordisrobedwithstrengthandhathgirthimself.
℣.2.Forhehathmadetheworldsosurethatitshallnotbe

moved.
℣.3.Holinessbecomeththinehouse,OLord,untolength

ofdays.

✿✿✿

SundayEvening:eighthtone

Beholdnow,blesstheLord,*allyeservantsoftheLord.

℣.YethatstandinthehouseoftheLord,eveninthecourts
ofthehouseofourGod.

MondayEvening:fourthtone

TheLordwillhearme*whenIcalluponhim.

℣.WhenIcalled,theGodofmyrighteousnessheardme.
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Lord, I Call

•We sing in the tone of the first hymn (or read) the following:

L ord, I call upon thee, hear me. * Hear me, O Lord! * Lord,
I call upon thee, hear me; * receive the voice of my prayer *

when I call upon thee. *** Hear me, O Lord!

L etmy prayer arise * in thy sight as incense, * and let the lift-
ing up of my hands * be an evening sacrifice. *** Hear me,

O Lord!
The reader continues:

Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord, keep watch over the door
of my lips! Incline not my heart to any evil, to busy myself with
wicked deeds in company with men who work iniquity; and I
will not join their chosen ones! Let a goodman strike or rebuke
me inmercy, but let the oil of the wicked never anointmy head;
for my prayer is continually against their evil deeds. When they
are givenover to thosewho shall condemn them, thenmywords
will be heard. As a rock which one cleaves and shatters on the
land, so shall their bones be strewn near hell. But my eyes are
toward thee, O Lord; Lord, in thee I seek refuge. Do not take
away my soul. Keep me from the trap which they have laid for
me, and from the snares of evildoers! Let the sinners together
fall into their own nets, let me alone pass through. I cry with
my voice to the Lord, with my voice I make supplication to the
Lord, I pour out my complaint before him, I tell my trouble be-
fore him. When my spirit is faint, thou knowest my way! In
the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me. I look to
the right and watch, but there is none who takes notice of me;
no refuge remains to me, no man cares for me. I cry to thee, O
Lord; I say, thou art my refuge, my portion in the land of the
living. Give heed to my cry; for I am brought very low! Deliver
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me from my persecutors; for they are too strong for me!

•We sing (or read) the Lord, I Call hymns after each verse
(beginning after 10 on Sundays and Feasts of the Lord;

beginning after 8 on other Feasts). •

10: ℣. Bring my soul out of prison, * that I may give thanks to
thy name!

℣. The righteous will surround me; * for thou wilt deal
bountifully with me.

8: ℣. Out of the depths I cry to thee, O Lord; * Lord, hear my
voice.

℣. Let thine ears be attentive * to the voice of my supplica-
tion.

℣. If thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, Lord, who
could stand? * But there is forgiveness with thee.

℣. For thy Name’s sake have I waited for thee, O Lord, my
soul hathwaited for thyword; *my soul hath hoped in the Lord.

℣. From the morning watch until the night, from the morn-
ing watch, * let Israel hope in the Lord.

℣. For with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plen-
teous redemption, and he will deliver Israel * from all his iniq-
uities.

℣. Praise the Lord, all nations! * Praise him, all peoples!

℣. For his mercy is abundant towards us; * and the truth of
the Lord endureth forever.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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